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GOSPEL  .  . 


DISPENSATIONS 


EDITORIAL 

PRIL  is  a  month  of  signifi- 
cance and  our  thoughts 
turn  back  to  two  great 
events,  two  great  gospel  dispensa- 
tions. The  dispensation  of  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ  and  the  usher- 
ing in  of  our  present  dispensation, 
"tne  fullness  of  times"'. 

We  so  often  hear  and  read  of 
"gospel  dispensations"  but  do  we 
actually  realize  the  magnitude  of 
these  words.  A  gospel  dispensation 
is  designated  as  a  period  of  time 
when  man  is  righteous  enough  to 
receive  and  accept  revelation.  God 
then  dispenses  the  knowledge  of. 
and  the  authority  to  piactise  sav- 
ing principles.  Thus  we  see,  that 
the  period  of  time  when  the  gospel 
is  upon  the  earth  and  its  ordin- 
ances are  being  practised,  is  known 
as  A  gospel  dispensation. 

The  majority  of  the  Christian 
sects  of  the  world  believe  in  only 
one  such  dispensation,  that  of 
Jesus  Christ.  But,  we  as  members 
of  His  church  know  that  God  has 
revealed  His  word  to  mankind 
many  times.  We  are  aware  of 
seven  distinct  disoensations  as 
reiterated  in  the  Bible  and  latter- 
day  scriptures.  The  first  begin- 
ning with  revelation  to  Adam, 
then  Enoch,  Noah.  Abraham. 
Moses,  Christ  and  Joseph  Smith. 

If  we  had  historical  records  avail- 
able, we  would  probably  find  that 


the  gospel  has  been  revealed  to 
many  different  groups  of  righteous 
people  throughout  the  ages.  The 
information  contained  in  the  re- 
cent dead  sea  scroll  translations 
has  brought  this  thought  to  the 
fore  as  this  group  apparently  prac- 
ticed saving  ordinances  before  the 
time  of  Christ.  Also  one  of  the 
early  Roman  popes,  Leo  the  Great 
(440-461  A.D.)  had  this  to  say:  "Let 
those  who  with  impious  murmur- 
ings  find  fault  with  the  divine  dis- 
pensations, and  who  complain 
about  the  lateness  of  our  Lord's 
nativity,  cease  from  their  griev- 
ances, as  if  what  was  carried  out 
in  this  last  age  of  the  world  had 
not  been  impending  in  time  past. 
.  .  .  What  the  apostles  preached, 
the  prophets  announced  before, 
and  what  has  always  been  believed 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  ful- 
filled too  late  .  .  .  God  has  not  pro- 
vided for  the  interests  of  men  by 
a  new  counsel  or  by  a  late  compas- 
sion; but  He  had  instituted  from 
the  beginning  for  all  men,  one  and 
the  same  path  of  salvation". 

Jethro,  who  was  the  High  Priest 
of  the  Mideonites,  a  branch  of 
Abraham's  family,  instructed  Moses 
in  the  principles  of  the  gospel  and 
ordained  him  to  the  priesthood 
Thus  it  is  beyond  proof  to  state  the 
exact  number  of  times  the  gospel 
Turn  to  page  67 
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®fje  jfflormon 
jWtracle 


(Excerpts  taken  from  a  hook  entitled  "The  Mormon  Miracle"  hy 
Grace  Johnson,  published  by  the  Deseret  Publishing  Company. 
The  complete  hook  is  available  at  the  mission  office,  priced  3/6d. 


A   SINGLE  occurrence  may  set 
in  motion  a  chain  of  events 
that  covers  years  .   .  .   even 
centuries. 

Because  a  boy  of  fourteen  went 
into  the  woods  to  pray,  years  later, 
a  man  of  thirty-eight  waited  in  an 
upper  room  of  a  two-story  jail.  The 
jail  was  in  Carthage,  Illinois.  The 
year,  1844.    The  time,  5:00  P.M. 

The  man  knew  he  was  going  to 
die.  It  wasn't  the  blackened  faces 
of  the  merciless  mob  outside,  that 
told  him,  it  wasn't  the  treachery  of 
his  jailors.  It  was  a  prophetic  fore- 
knowledge, that,  days  before,  as  he 
travelled  to  surrender  himself, 
prompted  him  to  say,  "I  go  as  a 
lamb  to  the  slaughter.  I  shall  die 
innocent.  And  it  shall  yet  be  said 
of  me,  'He  was  murdered  in  cold 
blood!" 

The  man  heard  the  mob  storm  the 
jail.  Heard  their  yells — savage, 
obscene.  Thirty-eight  is  young  to 
die.  The  man  looked  to  the  window. 
The  mob  crashed  the  door.  Heavy 
feet  pounded  the  stairs.  The  man 
moved  to  the  window  .  .  . 

Shots  .  .  .  from  the  door  ...  the 
window!  The  man's  body  jerked, 
contorted.  The  rest  of  his  life's 
story  is  told  in  a  crashing  window. 


A  falling  body.  And  a  dying  voice 
crying  .  .  .  "O  Lord — my  God  .  .  ." 
*  *  * 
It  was  on  a  clear  morning  in  the 
spring  of  1820,  that  the  boy  went 
into  the  woods  to  pray.  The  woods 
were  near  Palmyra,  New  York — 
the  boy's  name  was  Joseph  Smith. 

Large  of  frame,  and  dressed  in 
the  homespuns  of  the  western  New 
York  backwoods,  there  was  nothing 
impressive  about  him,  nor  the  log 
cabin  from  which  he  had   come. 

Crossing  the  field  on  his  way  to 
the  woods,  he  noticed  many  things. 
The  dew  on  the  grass  under  his  feet. 
The  bird  that  took  flight  from  a 
fence-top. 

But  when  he  returned,  he  noticed 
nothing.  He  walked  unsteadily  His 
face  was  white  and  strained. 
Entering  the  cabin,  he  moved  to  the 
fire-place  and  leaned  weakly  against 
the  mantle. 

"Why  son,"  asked  his  mother, 
alarmed,  "What  is  the  matter?" 

For  a  moment  the  boy  was  silent. 
Then  speaking  slowly  and  with 
great  effort,  he  answered,  "Mother 
...  I  have  found  out  .  .  .  for  my- 
self .  .  .  that  your  church  .  .  .  is  not 
true". 
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"But  son,"  his  mother  protested, 
"how  do  you  know  that  my  church 
is  not  true?" 

With  his  answer,  Joseph  Smith 
precipitated  a  tragic  and  tumultuous 
drama,  that  stretched  from  a  New 
York  woodland  to  the  desert  valleys 
of  Utah. 

Gathering  momentum  from  the 
instant  of  its  inception,  it  held 
within  itself,  a  compelling  force  that 
nothing  could  stop.  The  persecutions 
that  evicted  it  from  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Missouri,  and 
Illinois,  could  not  stop  it.  An 
America  that  expelled  them  from  its 
civilization — men,  women,  aged  and 
babies — in  the  dead  of  winter,  could 
not  stop  it.  Prairie,  mountain, 
desert,  Indian,  death  and  starvation, 
could  not  stop  it.  With  the 
inevitability  of  ocean  tides,  it  swept 
from  the  extremeties  of  a  New  York 
backwoods  cabin,  to  a  four 
million  dollar  granite  temple, 
erected  in  a  desert,  in  the  first 
generation  of  its  existence.  After 
two  hundred  years,  people  every- 
where are  asking,  "How  did  it  all 
happen?" 


To  comprehend  the  Mormon 
Miracle,  you  must  comprehend  the 
ingredients  that  went  into  its 
making. 

You  must  picture  the  year  1820, 
and  the  humble  fold  of  the  western 
New  York  backwoods  caught  in  the 
fervor  of  religious  revival.  A  setting 
of  woods  and  sky.  The  sound  of 
singing.  The  exhortations  of  con- 
tending preachers  each  proclaiming 
his  own  church  the  only  avenue  of 
escape  from  the  horrors  of  a  burn- 
ing hell.  An  atmosphere  of 
emotional  conversion.  Frenzied 
prayer.  "Amen!"  and  "Hallelujah!" 

On  the  rim  of  the  crowd,  you 
must  see  the  boy— arms  too  long  for 
his  homespun  coat,  looking  on — 
bewildered,  dubious.  Revolted  at 
the  spectacle  of  professors  of 
religion,  who,  having  made  con- 
versions, forthwith  engaged  in 
vociferous  quarreling  over  the 
converts. 


You  must  see  him  walking  home- 
underneath  the"  stars*,  his  earnest 
young  face  perplexed.  Impelled  by 
a  desire  to  join  God's  only  true 
church,  yet  honestly  repelled  by 
claimants  to  this  holy  authority. 

You  must  picture  him  within  the 
cabin — pouring  over  his  Bible  by 
candlelight.  His  face  brightening  as 
his  eyes  alight  on  James  1  : 5.  "// 
any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him 
ask  of  god  who  giveth  to  all  men 
liberally  and  upbraideth  not,  and  it 
shall   be  given    .    .    ." 

It  does  not  say  if  any  great  king 
or  statesman  lack  wisdom,  it  says 
"any  of  youl"  That  may  mean  even 
the  very  humble  .  .  .  even  a  back- 
woods boy  in  homespuns  .  .  . 

Now,  you  must  see  him  on  the 
morrow.  Now  he  is  within  the 
wood — the  trees  and  underbrush 
stand  thick.  Yes,  he  is  alone.  Sud- 
denly he  is  filled  with  an  awkward 
sense  of  embarrasment,  but  The 
Book  said  "any  of  you  .  .  ."  Slowly 
he  drops  to  his  knees.  And  from 
thereon,  you  must  hear  the  boys 
story  in  his  own  words. 

"I  kneeled  down,  and  began  to 
offer  up  the  desires  of  my  heart 
unto  God.  Scarcely  had  I  done  so, 
when  immediately,  I  was  seized  upon 
by  some  power  that  entirely  over- 
came me  and  had  such  an  astonish- 
ing influence  over  me  so  as  to  bind 
my  tongue  so  I  could  not  speak. 
Thick  darkness  gathered  round  me 
and  it  seemed  as  if  I  were  doomed 
to  sudden  destruction  .  .  . 

"At  the  very  moment  when  I  was 
about  to  sink  into  despair  .  .  .  just 
at  this  moment  of  great  alarm,  I 
saw  a  pillar  of  light  exactly  over  my 
head,  which  descended  until  it 
gradually  fell  upon  me. 

"No  sooner  had  it  appeared  than 
I  felt  delivered  from  the  enemy  that 
held  me  bound.  When  the  light 
rested  upon  me,  I  saw  two  person- 
ages whose  brightness  and  glory 
defy  all  description,  standing  above 
me  in  the  air.  One  of  them  spake 
unto  me,  calling  me  by  name,  and 
said,  pointing  to  the  other,  'This  is 
my  beloved  Son,  hear  Him  .  .  ." 
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.  -My  purpose  in  going  to  inquire 
of  the  Lord  was  to  ask  which  of  all 
the  sects  was  right,  that  1  might 
know  which  to  join.  No  sooner, 
therefore,  did  I  get  possession  of 
myself,  so  as  to  he  able  to  speak, 
than  I  asked  the  personages  who 
stood  he  fore  me  in  the  air,  which  of 
all  the  sects  was  right  and  which  I 
should  join. 

"I  was  answered  that  I  should 
join  none  of  them,  .  .  .  and  the 
personage  who  addressed  me,  said 
that  those  professors  were  all 
corrupt,  that  they  draw  near  to  me 
with  their  lips  hut  their  hearts  are 
far  from  me;  Teaching  for  doctrines 
the  commandments  of  men,  having  a 
form  of  godliness  hut  denying  the 
power  thereof  .  .  . 

"When  I  came  to  myself,  I  found 
myself  on  my  hack  .  .  .  looking  up 
into  heaven  ..." 

You  must  return  now  to  the  in- 
terior of  the  cabin.  Picture  the  boy 
at  the  fireside.  He  sways  a  little, 
hand    clutching  the    mantle. 

"But  son,"  his  mother  repeats, 
anxiously  scanning  his  face,  "how 
do  you  know  that  my  church  is  not 
true?" 

"Because,"      the     boy     answered 
slowly,    "I    have    seen    and    talked 
with   God  the  Father  and  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  and  they  told  me  so." 
The  vital  spark  of  the  miracle  lies 
in    the    fact    that    he    never    denied 
these   words.      Not    even   when   he 
was    hounded    like    a  fugitive   from 
six  states.     Not  even  when  he  was 
arrested    thirty-eight    times    —    im- 
prisoned   in    vile    jails,    cold,   filthy, 
without  a   bed   to  lie  on,— sickened 
with  rotting  foods.     Not  even  when 
he     was     abducted,     stripped     and 
beaten — his    bleeding    body    covered 
with   tar  and   feathers   and   left   for 
dead.      Not   even    when    he    looked 
out    of   the    windows    of    a   jail    in 
Carthage,  Illinois,  to  the  blackened 
faces  of  a  mob  bent  on  his  murder. 
He   died    affirming    them.     And   his 
bullet    ridden    body    crashed    back- 
wards out  of  a  second  story  window 
to   be  seized  by  the   mob,    propped 
against    the    curb    of    a    well,    and 
brutally  shot  again  and  again  after 
it  was  dead. 


But  if  his  enemies  thought  death 
silenced  him,  they  were  wrong.  In 
life  he  had  but  one  voice.  In  death 
he  acquired  a  thousand.  They 
spread  from  city  to  city  and  nation 
to  nation,  and  finally  encircled  the 
globe.  Impassioned        in        their 

anguished   affirmation,  they  still   are 
ringing  down  the  years-  .  .  . 

"For  I  had  actually  seen  a  light. 
And  in  the  midst  of  that  light,  1  saw 
two  personages.  And  they  did  in 
reality  speak  to  me.  And  chough  I 
was  hated  and  persecuted  for  saying 
I  had  seen  a  vision,  yet  it  was  true. 
And  while  they  were  hating  me, 
reviling  me,  and  saying  all  manner 
of  evil  against  me  falsely  for  so 
saying,  I  was  led  to  say  in  my  heart. 
Why  persecute  me  for  telling  the 
truth')  And  who  am  I  that  I  can 
withstand  Godl  And  why  does  the 
world  think  to  make  me  deny  what 
1  have  actually  seen?  For  I  had  seen 
a  vision.  I  knew  it;  neither  dared  / 
do  it." 


Because  in  the  year  1820,  a  boy  of 
fourteen  went  into  the  woods  to 
pray  there  now  stands  atop  a  lofty 
spire  of  a  great  granite  temple,  a 
gilded  statue. 

It  is  the  statue  of  a  man  in  a  robe 
—a  trumpet  to  his  lips.  The  statue 
measures  over  twelve  feet  in  height. 
It  is  made  of  hammered  copper, 
covered  with  gold  leaf. 
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The  man  died  fourteen  hundred 
years  ago.  He  returned  to  earth  so 
the  boy  declared,  in  the  year  1823, 
standing  in  his  room  in  an  aura  of 
white  light,  and  told  the  boy  that 
the  records  of  ancient  peoples  were 
buried  beneath  a  stone,  on  a  hill- 
side not  far  from  the  boys  home. 

To  comprehend  the  Mormon 
Miracle,  you  must  now  visualize  a 
series  of  strange  and  exciting  scenes. 
You  must  picture  the  boy,  now 
seventeen,  climbing  the  slopes  of  a 
New  York   hill. 

It  is  fall  and  the  grass  under  his 
feet  is  tinged  with  brown.  Eyes 
bright  with  excitement,  he  scans 
each  rock  as  he  sees  it. 

This?  No.  That  is  too  big  .  .  . 
too  rough.  This?  No,  that  is  too  . 
This?  Yes,  this  is  the  one  .  .  . 
rounding  at  the  centre  and  sloping 
toward  the  edges  .  .  . 

Stooping,  he  inserts  a  lever  at  the 
stone's  edge  and  lifts.  It  is  true  I  — 
there  are  golden  plates  .  .  .  held 
together  by  three  rings  at  the  side. 

Gold  .  .  .  Oh,  the  things  gold  will 
buy!  Eagerly  he  reaches  out  his 
arms  but  is  stunned  by  sudden  phy- 
sical shock.  There  ...  in  the  air 
above,  stands  that  same  heavenly 
messenger. 

No  ...  he  must  not  take  the 
plates.     Not  now. 

Now  the  book  is  at  the  pub- 
lishers, volume  by  volume  dropping 
from  the  printers  bindery,  its  cover 
stamped:  THE  BOOK  OF  MOR- 
MON. 

Reaction   is  swift. 

"A  fraud,  A  gross  imposture.  A 
work  of  the  devil!" 

"This  book  is  true,  A  work  of 
God  .  .  .  American  Scriptures." 

"Joe  Smith  and  his  golden  plates 
lies  .  .  .  kill  him." 

"Joseph  Smith,  a  latter-day  pro- 
phet .  .  .  God  preserve  his  life  .  .  ." 


The  secret  of  the  Mormon 
Miracle  lay  in  the  Mormon  theo- 
logy that  a  man  may  become  a 
God. 

In  a  day  when  man's  esteem  of 
himself  was  uniformly  wormlike,  in 
character.  When  the  body  was 
looked  upon  as  something  lowly,  to 
be  despised,  Joseph  Smith  declared 
the  supreme  worth  of  human  perso- 
nality. The  body  an  instrument  of 
infinite  dignity  and  importance. 
Couched  in  the  authoritative  lang- 
uage of  "Thus  saith  the  Lord,"  the 
Mormon  prophet  pronounced  a 
revolutionary  concept  of  man  and 
his  destiny. 

You  are  the  greatest  miracle  you 
will  ever  see\  Child  of  divine 
parentage-eternal  in  nature,  and  for- 
ever expanding.  Advancing  in  pro- 
gressive cycles  of  living,  loving, 
learning-tow ard  a  goal  of  eternal 
Godhood. 

And  now  the  curtain  of  the  years 
drops  down.  Gone  the  heroic 
pageantry.  Instead,  the  glow  of 
neon  light.  Blare  of  radio.  Roar 
of  aeroplane,  and  spangled  bril- 
liance of  electrically  lighted  cities. 

Streamlined  traffic  moves  through 
the  spacious  streets  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  spiritual  capital  of  a  million 
souls.  Elevators  rise  in  luxurious 
hotels,  and  from  Temple  Square,  the 
voice  of  the  great  Mormon  Choir 
floats  across  the  net-works  of  the 
nation. 

But  up  there  in  the  shimmering 
starshine,  there  is  other  sight  and 
sound.  A  boy  of  fourteen-arms  too 
long  for  his  homespun  coat  "For  I 
had  seen  a  vision"  .  .  .  Blackened 
faces  at  Carthage  Jail.  A  falling 
body  ...  "O  Lord,  my  God"  .  .  . 
"Gee  haw!"  the  westward  roll  of 
covered  wagon.  Yellow  eyes  at  a 
prairie  grave. 

Time — a  people  looking  back- 
ward upon  a  mighty  epic. 

All  because  a  boy  of  fourteen  .  . 
went  into  the  woods  .  .  .  to  pray. 


April,    1958.     CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


83 


The  following  letter  received  in  the  Mission  Office  a  few  weeks  ago 
will  warm  the  hearts  of  those  who  serve  in  our  M.I.A.  C.S.M.  readers 
will,  I  am  sure,  be  interested  in  the  kind  sentiments  expressed  by  the 
General  President  of  our  Y.W.M.I.A. 

Young  Women's  Mutual  Improvement  Association 

of  the 

Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 


President  Glen  G.  Fisher, 
Cumorah,  Main  Road, 
Mowbray,  C.P. 
South  Africa. 

Dear  President  Fisher, 

Words  just  cannot  tell  you  the  thrill  in  our  hearts  when  we  read 
your  lovely  program  "Preludes  to  Eternity".  What  a  wonderful  job 
you  did.  The  programs  themselves  are  so  delightful,  we  are  sure  that 
everyone  who  was  present  or  had  anything  to  do  with  the  event  will 
treasure  it  as  a  cherished  memento  always.  The  program  helped  us 
too,  to  visualize  your  MIA  and  the  splendid  work  that  you  are  doing. 
Although  you  have  but  few  branches  and  a  small  membership  you 
truly  are  carrying  out  the  entire  program.    Bless  you! 

We  read  your  program  in  our  general  board  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day so  that  all  our  board  members  could  hear  of  your  successes,  too. 
How  thrilled  each  committee  was  when  its  part  of  the  program  was 
read  and  now  all  join  in  wishing  you  well  and  in  expressing  deep 
appreciation  for  the  help  that  you  are  giving  to  our  Mutuals. 

Please  extend  to  all  of  our  MIA  leaders  and  members  our  very 
best  wishes  and  our  prayer  that  each  may  be  blessed  in  his  or  her 
endeavors. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  Bertha  S.  Reeder, 

General  President. 
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bv  PRESIDENT  DAVID  O.  MCKAY 


REMEMBER,  my  brethren  .  .  . 
ye  are  free;  ye  are  per- 
mitted to  act  for  yourselves; 
for  behold,  God  hath  given  you  a 
knowledge,  and  he  hath  made  you 
free. 

Next  to  the  bestowal  of  life  itself, 
the  right  to  direct  that  life  is  God's 
greatest  gift  to  man.  Among  the 
immediate  obligations  and  duties 
resting  upon  members  of  the 
Church  toaay,  and  one  of  the  most 
urgent  and  pressing  for  attention 
and  action  of  all  liberty-loving 
people,  is  the  preservation  of  indi- 
vidual liberty.  Freedom  of  choice 
is  more  to  be  treasured  than  any 
possession  earth  can  give.  It  is  in- 
herent in  the  spirit  of  man.  It  is 
a  divine  gift  to  every  normal  being. 
Whether  born  in  abject  poverty,  or 
shackled  at  birth  by  inherited 
riches,  everyone  has  this  most 
precious  of  all  life's  endowments — 
the  gift  of  free  agency;  man's  in- 
herited and  inalienable  right. 

Free  agency  is  the  impelling 
source  of  the  soul's  progress.  It  is 
the  purpose  of  the  word  that  man 
become  like  Him.  In  order  for  man 
to  achieve  this,  it  was  necessary  for 
the  Creator  first  to  make  him  free. 
"Personal  liberty",  says  Bulwer 
Lytton,  "is  the  paramount  essen- 
tial to  human  dignity  and  human 
happiness." 

The  poet  summarizes  the  value  of 
this  principle  as  follows: 
"Know  this,  that  every  soul  is  free 
To  choose  his  life  and  what  he'll 

be. 
For  this  eternal  truth  is  given 
That  God  will   force  no  man   to 
heaven. 


He'll  call,  persuade,  direct  aright— 
And  bless  with  wisdom,  love  and 

light — 
In  nameless  ways  be  good  and  kind 
But  never  force  the  human  mind. 
Freedom  and  reason  make  us  men; 
Take    these   away,    what    are    we 

then? 
Mere  animals  and  just  as  well 
The  beasts  may  think  of  heaven  or 

hell." 

— William  C.  Gregg. 
MAN  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ACTS 
With  free  agency  there  comes  re- 
sponsibility. If  a  man  is  to  be  re- 
warded for  righteousness  and 
punished  for  evil,  then  common 
justice  demands  that  he  be  given 
the  power  of  independent  action. 
A  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  is 
essential  to  man's  progress  on 
earth.  If  he  were  coerced  to  do 
right  at  all  times,  or  were  help- 
lessly enticed  to  commit  sin,  he 
would  merit  neither  a  blessing  for 
the  first  nor  punishment  for  the 
second. 

"Wherefore,  the  Lord  gave  unto 
man  that  he  should  act  for  him- 
self. Wherefore,  man  could  not 
act  for  himself  save  it  should  be 
that  he  was  enticed  by  the  one  or 
the  other. 

"Wherefore  men  are  free  accord- 
ing to  the  flesh  and  all  things  are 
given  them  which  are  expedient 
unto  man.  And  they  are  free  to 
choose  liberty  and  eternal  life, 
through  the  great  mediation  of  all 
men,   or  to  choose    captivity    and 
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death,  according  to  the  capability 
and  power  of  the  devil;  for  he 
seeketh  that  all  men  might  be 
miserable  like  unto  himself."  (2 
Nephi  2:   16,  27.) 

Thus  we  see  that  man's  responsi- 
bility is  correspondingly  operative 
with  his  free  agency.  Actions  in 
harmony  with  divine  law,  and  the 
laws  of  nature  will  bring  happiness 
and  those  in  opposition  to  divine 
truth,  misery  Man  is  responsible 
not  only  for  every  deed,  but  for 
every  idle  word  and  thought.  Said 
the  Saviour: 

"...  Every  idle  word  that  men 
shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account 
thereof  in  the  day  of  Judgment." 
(Matthew  12:   16.) 

RESPONSIBILITY  AND 
PERSONAL  INTEREST 

There  is  another  responsibility 
correlated  and  even  coexistant  with 
free  agency,  which  is  too  infre- 
quently emphasized,  and  that  is  the 
effect  not  only  of  a  person's 
actions,  but  of  Its  thoughts  upon 
others.  Man  radiates  what  he  is 
and  that  radiation  affects  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree  every  person 
who  comes  within  that  radiation. 

Of  the  power  of  this  personal  in- 
fluence, William  George  Jordon 
impressively  writes: 

"Into  the  hands  of  every  indi- 
vidual is  given  a  marvellous  power 


for  good  or  evil — the  silent,  uncon- 
scious, unseen  influence  of  his  life. 
This  is  simply  the  constant  radia- 
tion of  what  man  really  is,  not 
what  he  pretends  to  be.  Every 
man,  by  his  mere  living,  is  radiat- 
ing sympathy,  or  sorrow,  or  morbid- 
ness or  cynicism,  or  happiness,  or 
hope,  or  any  of  a  hundred  other 


qualities.  Life  is  a  state  of  con- 
stant radiation  and  absorption;  to 
exist  is  to  radiate;  to  exist  is  to  be 
the  recipient  of  radiation. 

"Man  cannot  escape  for  one 
moment  from  this  radiation  of  his 
character,  this  constantly  weaken- 
ing or  strengthening  of  others.  He 
cannot  evade  the  responsibility  by 
saying  it  is  an  unconscious  in- 
fluence. He  can  select  the  quali- 
ties that  he  will  permit  to  be 
radiated.  He  can  cultivate  sweet- 
ness, calmness,  trust,  generosity, 
truth,  justice,  loyalty,  nobility — 
make  them  vitally  active  in  his 
character — and  by  these  qualities 
he  will  constantly  affect  the 
world." 

FREEDOM  OF  WILL 
Freedom  of  will  and  the  re- 
sponsibility associated  with  it  are 
fundamental  aspects  of  Jesus' 
teachings.  Throughout  his  minis- 
try he  emphasised  the  worth  of  the 
individual,  and  exemplified  what  is 
now  expressed  in  modern  revela- 
tion as  the  work  and  glory  of  God 
— "To  bring  to  pass  the  immor- 
tality and  eternal  life  of  man." 
Only  through  the  divine  gift  of 
soul  freedom,  is  such  progress  pos- 
sible. 

Force,  on  the  other  hand,  eman- 
ates com  Luc  fer  himself.  Even 
in  man's  pre-existent  state,  Satan 
sought  power  to  compel  the  human 
family  to  do  his  will  by  suggesting 
that  the  free  agency  of  man  be  in- 
operative. If  his  plan  had  been 
accepted,  human  beings  would 
have  become  mere  puppets  in  the 
hands  of  a  dictator,  and  the  pur- 
pose of  man's  coming  to  earth 
would  have  been  frustrated.  Satan's 
proposed  system  of  government, 
therefore,  was  rejected  and  the 
principle  of  free  agency  established 
in  its  place. 

Force  rules  in  the  world  today. 
Individual  freedom  is  threatened 
by  international  rivalries,  inter- 
racial animosities  and  fa?se  politi- 
cal ideals.  Unwise  legislation,  too 
often  prompted  by  political  ex- 
pediency ,if  enacted  will  seduc  ively 
undermine  man's  right  of  free 
agency,  rob  him  of  his  rightful 
liberties  and  make  him  but  a  cog 
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in  the  crushing  wheel  of  regimenta- 
tion, which  if  persisted  in,  will  end 
in  dictatorship. 

Governments  are  the  servants,  not 
the  masters  of  the  people. 

This  principle  of  free  agency 
and  the  right  of  each  individual  to 
be  free,  not  only  to  think,  but  to 
act  within  bounds  that  grant  to 
everyone  else  the  same  privilege, 
are  sometimes  violated  even  by 
churches  that  claim  to  teach  the 
doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  atti- 
tude of  any  organization  toward 
this  principle  of  freedom  is  a 
pretty  good  index  to  its  nearness 
to  the  teachings  of  Christ  or  to 
those  of  the  Evil  One. 

He  who  tramples  under  foot  one 
of  God's  greatest  gifts  to  man,  who 
would  deny  another  the  right  to 
think  and  worship  as  he  pleased, 
propagates  error,   and    makes    his 


own  church  in  that  regard,  as  far 
as  he  represents  it,  a  propator  of 
evil. 

In  these  days  of  uncertainty 
and  unrest,  liberty-loving  people's 
greatest  responsibility  and  para- 
mount duty  is  to  preserve  and  pro- 
claim the  freedom  of  the  indi- 
vidual, his  relationship  to  Deity, 
and  the  necessity  of  obedience  to 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ — only  thus  will  man- 
kind find  peace  and  happiness. 

"...  If  ye  continue  in  my  word, 
then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed; 
And  ye  shall  know  the  truth  and 
the  truth  shall  make  you  free." 
(John  8:  31-32.) 

I  pray  that  God  will  enlighten 
our  minds  to  comprehend  our  re- 
sponsibility to  proclaim  the  truth 
and  maintain  freedom  throughout 
the  world. 


Continued  from  page  59 

has  been  revealed  to  man.  How- 
ever, scholars  have  listed  seven 
main  dispensations  as  there  seems 
to  be  definite  knowledge  concern- 
ing them. 

The  last  two  of  these  stated  dis- 
pensations holds  the  greatest 
significance  to  mankind.  The  dis- 
pensation of  Jesus  Christ  and  his 
great  sacrificial  atonement  gave  us 
universal  salvation  and  the  dis- 
pensation in  which  we  now  live, 
gives  us  the  power  and  authority 
to  live  and  practice  those  saving 
principles,  thus  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  progression  far  beyond 
that  of  any  previous  era. 

Stop  and  consider  the  rich  heri- 
tage you  have  in  being  privileged 
to  be  born  during  such  a  period  of 
time,  a  time  when  the  gospel  has 
been  restored  in  its  fullness,  never 
to  be  taken  away  again.  Consider 
this  great  blessing;  consider  th's 
season;  cons'der  this  dispensation: 
our  blessings  are  so  numerous  and 
so  magnanimous,  that  we  should 
do  all  within  our  power  to  show 
our  gratitude  to  our  Father  in 
Heaven,  and  what  greater  joy 
could  you  give  Him  than  to  honour 
this  heritage  you  possess  by  learn- 
ing and  living  these  principles 
taught  from  on  high. — K.M. 


OBITUARY 

Elder  Thomas  E.  McKay, 
Elder  Adam  S.  Bennion  and 
Elder     Oscar     A.     Kirkham. 

We  report  the  passing  of 
our  beloved  General  Authori- 
ties. Elder  Thomas  E.  Mc 
Kay,  Assistance  to  the  Coun- 
sel of  the  Twelve  died  15th. 
January  1958.  Elder  McKay, 
brother  of  President  David 
O.  McKay,  had  assisted  the 
Counsel  for  17  years.  He  had 
a  great  love  for  his  fellow- 
men  as  was  represented  by 
performing  three  foreign 
missions.  Elder  Adam  S. 
Bennion  of  the  Counsel  of 
the  Twelve  Apostles  died 
11th  February  1958.  He  was 
renown  as  an  educator,  legis- 
lator and  orator. Elder  Oscar 
A.  Kirkham  of  the  First 
Counsel  of  the  Seventy  was 
a  world  leader  in  the  Boy 
Scout  organization  and  laud- 
ed for  his  outstanding  work 
among  the  young  people. 


Sincerest  sympathy  is  extended  to 
the  Clarence  Norbury  Family  of 
Germiston  on  the  death  of  their 
sin  Dennis  who  passed  away  in 
Salisbury  on  March  6th. 
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6th  April  1958  is  a  day  of  great 
significance  to  the  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.  Not  only  do  we  com- 
memorate the  death  and  resurrec- 
tion of  the  Saviour,  but  it  is  the 
birthday  of  the  Church. 


alive  after  his  passion  by  many  in- 
fallible proofs,"  (Acts  1.  2-3)  and 
to  whom  the  scriptures  testify  will 
return,  "in  like  manner  as  ye  have 
seen  him  go  into  heaven."  (Acts 
1:  11.) 
We  have  scriptural  record  of  the 


THE  RESTORATION 

A  WITNESS 


As  we  stop  to  contemplate  these 
two  important  events,  there  will 
come  to  all  of  us,  I  am  sure,  deep 
and  heartfelt  gratitude  for  all  that 
these  events  represent  in  our  indi- 
vidual lives.  There  is  close  con- 
nec  on  between  the  two  —  in  fact, 
Joseph  Smith,  through  whom  the 
restoration  came,  is  the  greatest 
witness  of  all  time  to  the  divine 
mission  and  resurrection  of  the 
Saviour. 

From  the  day  of  the  first  vision, 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  proclaimed 
in  words  plain,  yet  pregnant  with 
meaning,  that  Jesus,  the  Saviour 
of  mankind,  the  very  same  who 
walked  the  shores  of  Galilee,  was, 
and  now  is,  a  personal  resurrected 
being,  for  he  saw  Him,  and  bare 
record  in  these  words,  "And  now, 
after  the  many  testimonies  which 
have  been  given  of  him,  this  is  the 
testimony,  last  of  all,  which  we 
give  of  him;  That  he  lives!  For 
we  saw  him,  even  on  the  right 
hand  of  God;  and  we  heard  the 
voice  bearing  record  that  he  is  the 
Only  Begotten  of  the  Father  — 
That  by  him,  and  through  him. 
and  of  him,  the  worlds  are  and 
were  created,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  are  begotten  sons  and 
daughters  unto  God.  (Doc.  and  Cov. 
76:  22-24.) 

This  testimony,  supported  by 
Sidney  Rigdon,  is  not  unlike  the 
testimony  of  Stephen  recorded  in 
the  7th  Chapter  of  Acts.  It  gives 
evidence  that  Christ  lives  today, 
even  as  He  was  seen  by  His 
"apostles  whom  he  had  chosen". 
"To  whom  also  he  shewed  himself 


Prophet  Joseph  Smith  seeing  the 
Saviour  three  different  times,  and 
in  each  case  he  bore  fervent  and 
sincere  testimony  to  the  Messiah- 
ship  and  divine  mission  of  the  Son 
of  God.  I  repeat  again,  never  in 
the  annals  of  history  has  there 
been  a  greater  witness. 

Like  Apostle  Paul,  the  prophet, 
declares  .  .  "that  the  appearance 
of  the  Saviour  was  accompanied  by 
brilliant  light,  above  the  brightness 
of  the  sun",  and  who  is  there  who 
has  not  thrilled  at  the  description 
given  of  the  Saviour  recorded  in 
these  words:  "His  eyes  were  as  a 
flame  of  fire;  the  hair  of  his  head 
was  white  like  the  pure  snow;  his 
countenance  shone  above  the 
brightness  of  the  sun;  and  his 
voice  was  as  the  sound  of  the  rush- 
ing of  great  waters,  even  the  voice 
of  Jehovah,  saying:  I  am  the  first 
and  the  last;  I  am  he  who  liveth,  I 
am  he  who  was  slain;  I  am  your 
advocate  with  the  Father.  (Doc. 
and  Cov.  110:  3-4.) 
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And  so,  with  the  restoration, 
there  was  established  a  truth  that 
had  long  been  lost  from  Chris- 
tianity. The  Saviour  of  man  had 
not  lost  His  resurrected  body  or 
His  identity  as  an  individual.  He 
had  not  become  a  spiritual  force 
effused  with  the  Father  and  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  resurrection  was 
real  and  vital  and  true  for  Christ 
the  first  fruits,  had  not  changed; 
He  was  then,  and  is  today,  our 
elder  brother,  the  Redeemer  of  the 
world,  our  advocate  with  the 
Father;  having  bought  us  with  a 
price,  giving  us  power  to  become 
His  sons  and  daughters  through 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  "re- 
taining all  power,  even  to  the  de- 
stroying of  Satan  and  his  works  at 
the  end  of  the  world".  (Doc.  and 
Gov.  19:  3.) 

This  truth  has  brought  new  hope 
and  life  to  Christianity.  In  the 
past,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  years,  man's  concept  of  God 
and  His  Son  has  undergone  a 
change. 


Church,  bearing  solemn  testimony 
of  Jesus  and  His  mission.  "Yes, 
the  birthday  of  the  church  and  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  have  much 
in  common".  It  is  quite  fitting 
that  tney  should  be  commemorated 
together,  for  without  the  restora- 
tion, the  resurrection  would  have 
still  been  an  unsolved  mystery. 

We,  who  are  the  recipients  of  the 
blessings  of  those  two  events,  can- 
not in  justification,  offer  passive 
thanksgiving.  Eastertide  to  us  has 
double  meaning.  It  should  bring 
about  in  our  lives,  a  renewal  of 
faith  and  devotion.  It  is  a  time  to 
renew  our  covenants  with  the  Lord. 

Resolution;  determination;  acts 
of  charity;  devotional  exercises  and 
prayer  are  all  part  of  the  spirit  of 
Easter  and  the  restoration. 

Let  us  join  with  the  rest  of 
Christendom  in  declaring  with 
great  fervour  that  "He  is  risen", 
but  in  so  doing,  let  us  not  forget 
the  injunction  of  Our  Master 
when  He  said,  "Not  everyone  that 
saith  unto  me,  Lord,    Lord,   shall 


FOR  CHRIST 


The  witness  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  has  not  been  in  vain, 
the  restoration  of  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  did,  in  very  deed, 
open  the  windows  of  heaven  and 
reveal  anew  the  truth  long  hidden, 
"things  which  no  man  knew,  things 
of  the  earth  by  which  it  was  made, 
and  the  purpose  and  end  thereof; 
Things  most  precious,  things  that 
are  above,  and  things  that  are  be- 
neath, things  that  are  in  the  earth, 
and  upon  the  earth  and  in 
heaven."  (Doc.  and  Cov.  101:  33-34.) 
Who  can  deny  these  things,  the 
great  discoveries  made  by  man,  the 
marvellous  light  and  knowledge 
that  has  come  to  the  world  is  evi- 
dence that  they  are  true. 

In  addition  to  the  personal  wit- 
ness of  the  Prophet  Joseph  to 
Easter  and  the  drama  of  the 
resurrection,  we  have  witness  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  often  referred 
to  as,  "a  new  witness  for  Christ." 
This  record  has  been  joined  with 
the  Holy  Bible,  figuratively  speak- 
ing, and  they  have  become  "one" 
in    the    hands    of    the    Restored 


bv  PRESIDENT  GLEN  G.  FISHER 


enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  heaven, 
but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

The  greatest  witness  of  all  is  a 
life  well  lived.  We  wish  our  C.S.M. 
readers  both  far  and  near  a  "very 
joyous  Easter". 
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DURING  this  convention,  we 
are  stressing  various  points  of 
view,  in  relation  to  eternity.  By 
eternity,  most  of  us  understand  it 
to  be,  the  existence  into  which  we 
will  pass  when  we  leave  this  life — 
if  this  is  our  understanding,  then 
we  can  regard  our  present  state  as, 
"a  prelude  to  eternity",  and  it  is  my 
task  this  afternoon  to  consider  the 
part  that  the  acquirement,  and 
particularly  the  use  that  knowledge 
can  play  in  the  lives  of  those  who 
not  only  believe  that  mans  con- 
scious state  extends  for  some  three 
score  years  and  ten,  but  is  a  pre- 
paratory phase  for  an  immortal 
life. 


Time  is  short,  we  should  first  of 
all  concentrate  on  gaining  that 
knowledge  which  will  be  of  the 
most  use  to  us.  Often  we  listen  to 
quiz  programmes  and  hear  the 
categories  in  which  people  have 
apparently  made  specialized 
studies.  These  programmes  clearly 
illustrate  the  modern  tendency  to 
learn  a  lot  about  nothing.  Many 
of  us  fill  our  minds  with  facts  while 
we  never  develop  or  intend  to 
develop  to  the  point  where  they 
are  of  practical  worth  to  us. 

MEANINGFUL  KNOWLEDGE 

There  is  a  school  of  philosophy 


WITHOUT 
BEGINNING  OR  END 

by  DONOVAN  DONLY  — RAMAH 


WITHOUT  BEGINNING  OR  END 

Eternity,  when  strictly  con- 
sidered, is  something  without 
beginning  and  without  end,  there- 
fore, is  something  for  which  there 
can  be  no  prelude.  We  are  really 
preparing  at  some  point  in  eternity 
for  the  future  ,and  this  is  a  con- 
tinuous process  known  to  us  as, 
the  plan  of  eternal  progression. 

What  part  has  knowledge  in  this 
plan?  before  we  can  answer  this 
question  we  must  digress  briefly  to 
consider  knowledge.  Knowledge,  it 
is  stated,  is  the  possession  of  facts. 
We,  of  the  church,  are  particularly 
urged  to  become  well-informed,  as 
this  is  an  essential  link  in  any  type 
of  progression,  spiritual  or  other- 
wise. I  do  feel,  however,  that  at 
times  our  acquirement  of  know- 
ledge follows  an  erratic  course,  and 
that  much  of  our  time  and  energies 
are  wasted.  I'm  sure  that  when  I 
say  knowledge  is  intrinsically  of  no 
use  to  man,  except  in  its  applica- 
tion, everyone  present  will  agree 
with  me. 


known  as  "positivism"  to  which  I 
feel  personally  inclined.  To  a 
positivist,  abstract  knowledge  is 
meaningless,  and  statements  only 
have  worth  when  they  give  the  key 
to  a  particular  sense  experience  at 
a  stated  time.  A  good  illustration 
of  this  point  of  view  can  be  de- 
rived from  the  solar  system  of  the 
earth,  and  its  fellow  planets  revolv- 
ing around  the  sun.  I  think  every 
one  of  us  has  been  taught  this 
concept  in  primary  school,  yet,  if 
we  met  some  one  who  did  not 
know  it  .  .  .  who  believed  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  sun  moved  around 
the  earth,  we  would  think  him 
extremely  ignorant.  By  positivist's 
standards,  this  wou'd  be  a  very 
smug  view  to  take,  unless  our  know- 
ledge of  the  solar  system  advanced 
to  the  extent  where  it  could  give  us 
predictions  on  the  appearance  of 
the  planets,  and  allow  us  to  work 
out  the  seasons  in  terms  of  the 
earth's  orbit.  With  positivism 
therefore,  we  introduce  the  con- 
cept of  "meaningful"  and 
"meaningless"  knowledge  ...     In 
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essence  we  can  say  that  even  if  our 
knowledge  is  true,  it  is  meaningless 
unless  practical. 

Now,  let  us  try  to  reduce  this 
concept,  of  "meaningful"  and 
"meaningless"  knowledge,  to  our 
theme.  We  know,  that  our  prepara- 
tion for  the  next  stage  of  our  exis- 
tence, must  be  carried  out  in  our 
thoughts  and  in  our  actions.  These 
have  to  conform  to  the  pattern, 
laid  down  by  Christ,  if  we  are  to 
inherit  the  Celestial  degree  of 
glory.  Therefore,  an  important 
step  in  our  progression,  an  abso- 
lutely indispensible  step,  is  the  ac- 
quirement of  the  knowledge  that 
the  Lord  requires  of  us  in  our  lives. 
This  knowledge  can  then  become 
"meaningful"  or  "meaningless",  de- 
pending on  whether  or  not  we 
apply  it.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing 
to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  gospel,  but  it  is  a  far  more 
wonderful  thing,  to  have  grasped  a 
few  elementary  principles,  and  to 
be  living  them. 

I  think  it  was  Joseph  Smith  who 
said  that  no  man  could  be  saved 
in  ignorance.  This  shows  the 
importance  of  searching  for  the 
truth,  but  an  eaually  true  state- 
ment I  feel  would  be  that,  know- 
ledge alone  will  damn  a  man  rather 
than  save  him  We  are  expected  to 
live  that  which  we  know  is  right, 
and  if  we  fail  to  do  this,  our  know- 
ledge will  be  a  condemnation, 
rather  than  a  blessing  to  us. 

RELATIONSHIP  OF 
KNOWLEDGE 

When  considering  knowledge  in 
relation  to  the  eternities  ahead,  I 
have  so  far  stressed  a  knowledge  of 
the  gospel.  This  is  because  I  wanted 
to  place  first  things  first.  The  most 
important  thing  in  life  is  a  know- 
ledge of  the  gospel,  and  the  testi- 
mony that  accompanies  it,  but  only 
when  that  knowledge  is  used  as  a 
centre  around  which  a  life  of 
prayer  and  faith  we  built.  We  as 
Latter-day  Saints  know,  however, 
that  there  is  no  boundary  between 
truth  and  beauty  in  fields  which 
are  conventionally  regarded  as 
being  outside  religion,  and  the 
truth  and  beauty  which  is  found  in 
the  gospel. 


Wny  does  the  church  encourage 
us  to  obtain  a  knowledge  and 
appreciation  for  all  fields  of  art 
and  science?  Simply  because  the 
church  is  organized  to  bring  joy 
and  happiness  to  mankind — a  true 
and  enduring  happiness,  that  ex- 
tends beyond  the  smallness  of  this 
life,  into  the  realms  of  eternity. 
Knowledge  of  music,  poetry,  paint- 
ing, literature,  of  the  sciences  and 
of  nature,  bring  with  them  a  full- 
ness of  life  when  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  gospel  .  .  .  with- 
out them  life  is  shallow  and  insipid. 

Each  of  us  is  a  separate  entity. 
We  will  be  partial  to  a  particular 
field,  but  it  is  an  essential  prepara- 
tory part  of  our  lives  here  on  earth 
to  develop  an  interest  in  some  of 
the  fields  that  I  have  mentioned,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  find  happiness 
in  the  creative  pursuit  of  at  least 
one  of  these  fields,  for  they  are 
something  eternal,  whereas,  many 
of  the  things  out  of  which  we  are 
deriving  pleasure,  here  on  earth, 
are  not.  If  we  are  to  be  happy  in 
the  eternities,  we  must  be  able  to 
find  joy  in  things  that  are  eternal. 

As  a  conceding  thought  I  would 
like  to  bring  out  the  following 
points  about  knowledge  here  upon 
the  earth. 


If  life  may  be  regarded  as  a 
preparatory  state  then  time  is  an 
important  factor  ...  let  us  first  of 
all  concentrate  on  getting  to  know 
those  things  which  are  of  vital 
importance  and  then  study  matters 
just  as  we  would  do  in  preparing 
for  an  examination. 

Make  sure  that  our  knowledge 
does  not  remain  in  the  "meaning- 
less" state  but  rather  make  it 
"meaningful"  by  application. 

I'm  sure  that  if  we  bear  these 
two  points  in  mind  and  try  to 
apply  them  they  will  prove  most 
useful  in  our  "prelude  to  eternity". 
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Replied 


QUESTION 

Will  we  arise  in  the  resurrection 
with  the  identical  bodies  which  we 
lay  down,  or  merely  with  a  body 
in  its  same  genial  form  and  like- 
ness? 

REPLY 

It  is  the  teaching  of  the  church 
that  the  elements  of  our  body  are 
indestructable  and  will  never  be- 
come the  integral  part  of  any  other 
body,  even  in  the  case  of  wild 
animals  consuming  a  human  being, 
and  that  the  present  elements 
which  make  up  our  present  bodies 
will  be  resurrected  and  will  come 
forth  as  a  renewed  body. 

The  Lord  specifically  says  that 
we  shall  receive  our  own  bodies. 
In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
88:  27  to  28  we  read:  "For  notwith- 
standing they  die,  they  also  shall 
rise  again,  a  spiritual  body.  They 
who  are  of  a  celestial  spirit  shall 
receive  the  same  body  which  was  a 
natural  body;  even  ye  shall  receive 
your  bodies,  and  your  glory  shall 
be  that  glory  by  which  your  bodies 
are  quickened." 

There  can  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing that  language,  "They  .  .  .  shall 
receive  the  same  body  which  was 
a  natural  body",  and  "ye  shall  re- 
ceive your  bodies." 

The  Book  of  Mormon  further  de- 
clares: "The  soul  shall  be  restored 
to  the  body  ,and  the  body  to  the 
soul;  yea,  and  every  limb  and 
joint  shall  be  restored  to  its  body; 
yea,  even  a  hair  of  the  head  shall 
not  be  lost;  but  all  things  shall  be 
restored  to  their  proper  frame." 
Alma  40:  23. 

These  passages  cannot  be  inter- 
preted in  any  other  way  than  that 
the  body  will  be  restored.  If  a  new 
body  were  provided  there  would  be 


no  restoration.  Restoration  im- 
plies ...  a  renewal  of  the  original 
body. 

Joseph  F.  Smith,  the  fifth  presi- 
dent of  the  church,  has  given  us 
some  wonderful  teachings  on  the 
resurrection.  The  following  ex- 
cerpt should  leave  us  no  doubt  con- 
cerning this  question. 

"What  a  glorious  thought  it  is 
.  .  .  that  those  from  whom  we  have 
to  part  here,  we  will  meet  again 
and  see  as  they  are.  We  will  meet 
the  same  identical  being  that  we 
associated  with  here  in  the  flesh 
.  .  .  not  some  other  soul,  some 
other  being,  or  the  same  being  in 
some  other  form,  but  the  same 
identity  and  the  same  form  and 
likeness,  the  same  person  we  knew 
and  were  associated  with  in  our 
mortal  existence,  even  to  the 
wounds  in  the  flesh.  Not  that  a 
person  will  aways  be  marred  by 
scars,  wounds,  deformities,  defects 
or  infirmities  for  these  will  be  re- 
moved   in   their  course,    in    their 
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proper  time  according  to  the  merci- 
ful providence  of  God.  Deformity 
will  be  removed;  defects  will  be 
eliminated,  and  men  and  women 
will  attain  to  that  perfection  of 
their  spirits,  to  the  perfection  that 
God  designed  in  the  beginning.  It 
is  His  purpose  that  men  and 
women,  His  children,  born  to  be- 
come heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
with  Jesus  Christ,  shall  be  made 
perfect,  physically  as  well  as 
spiritually,  through    obedience    to 


the  law  by  which  He  has  provided 
the  means  that  perfection  shall 
come  to  all  His  children. 

"In  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
the  child  that  was  buried  in  its 
infancy  will  come  up  in  the  form 
of  the  child  that  it  was  when  it  was 
laid  down;  then  it  will  begin  to 
develop.  From  the  day  of  the 
resurrection  the  body  will  develop 
until  it  reaches  the  full  measure  of 
the  statue  of  its  spirit,  whether  it 
be  male  or  female. 


OUR 

HERITAGE 

The  Lord  came  into  a  world  full 
of  evil.  He  faced  the  problem  of 
all  mankind  .  .  .  that  of  death.  He 
overcame  the  grave  and  rose  with 
His  body  triumphantly.  The  promise 
is  to  all,  that  through  the  grace  of 
Christ,  we  too,  shall  overcome  this 
death. 

His  sufferings  prior  to  dying, 
made  restitution  for  the  sins  of  the 
repentant  of  mankind.  We  are  un- 
profitable servants  unto  the  Lord. 
He  has  removed  the  greater  share 
of  our  problems  through  His 
sacrifice. 


From  the  pages  of  the  Books  of 
God,  comes  a  name  which  has  en- 
compassed the  earth.  The  name  is 
that  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
Almighty  God. 

Its  appearance  has  not  been 
recent,  nor  has  its  effect  been 
sudden — the  truth  is,  that  the  first 
man  upon  this  earth  knew  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  prophecy  is,  that  the 
last   man  shall  also  know   of  Him. 

The  name  is  not  new  to  us;  we 
have  heard  it  from  our  childhood; 
from  the  pulpit  of  the  church;  from 
the  placards  in  the  street;  from  the 
cursing  soul;  from  our  parent's  lips. 
We  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

To  be  acquainted  with,  and  to 
know  the  significance  of  a  subject 
is  like   the  beginning  and  the   end. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God. 
Through  him,  and  only  Him  will 
any  of  mankind  ever  return  to  their 
Eternal  Father,  God.  The  com- 
mandments of  Christ,  while  he 
dwelt  upon  this  earth,  were  for  you 
and  for  me.  They  are  the  only  way 
to  complete  happiness  and  joy.  If 
we  stray  from  these  steps,  we  soon 
mire  deeply  into  the  cares  of  the 
world.  The  result  is  sin,  and  through 
sin — destruction  of  our  soul. 

We  speak  of  how  hard  it  is  to  have  a  great  and  wonderful  heritage, 
live  all  the  teachings  of  Christ;  We  Ours,  through  the  restoration,  is  a 
feel  the  cares  of  the  world  sur-  true  knowledge  of  God  and  Jesus 
rounding  us.  We  say,  is  not  perfec-  Christ.  Our  example  should  be  to 
tion  impossible  because  there  is  so  the  world  that  of  living  the  corn- 
much  to  overcome?  Do  you  know  mandments  we  know  and  the  mean- 
that  we  are  sceptics.  ing  of  our  Saviours  coming. 
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by  ELDER  JOHN  R.  HICKEN 

We   members    of    the   Church    of 
Jesus    Christ    of    Latter-day    Saints 


IN  the  very  early  days  of  the 
church,  the  saints  had  decided 
they  must  move  and  try  to  find  a 
land  free  from  hate  and  mobs  and 
lies. 

Brigham  Young  formed  the  first 
party  of  about  200  souls,  the  rest 
were  to  follow  as  they  could  prepare 
and  get  their  business  affairs  in 
order. 

So  Brigham  Young's  party  made 
provision  for  twelve  months;  food, 
clothing,  wagon  emergencies,  etc. 
The  women  who  had  lived  in  cul- 
ture and  refinement  had  to  leave 
all  their  precious  articles  in  order 
to  make  room  for  the  more  prac- 
tical things  that  would  sustain  their 
lives,  because  they  knew  not  what 
was  ahead  of  them. 


would  have  been  theirs,  had  the 
extra  unprepared  families  not  kept 
kept  pouring  in. 

But  these  women  did  not  com- 
plain, nor  refuse  to  assist  these 
people  or  criticize  their  lack  of 
preparation;  what  an  example  of 
charity  (the  true  love  of  Christ). 

Could  we  stand  by  and  see  one 
of  our  own  darling  babies  or  our 
husband  die  .knowing  it  was  for 
want  of  the  very  thing  you  shared 
with  another,  who  because  of  their 
anxiety  to  come  to  Zion,  had  not 
come  prepared. 

What  courage !  What  love !  What 
compassion  these  people  must  have 
had  for  one  another.  No  bitterness, 
nor    resentment,    or   blaming    for 


<OI  Ll> 


YOU?? 


by  HOLLY  FISHER 


Just  one  week  now  and  the  great 
trek  would  start.  Women's  hearts 
sank,  fathers  were  silent,  children 
didn't  understand,  but  the  great 
movement  was  about  to  commence. 

Finally  the  day  arrived.  This 
pioneer  train  marked  the  beginning 
of  one  of  the  most  courageous  and 
remarkable  migrations  in  history. 
As  they  travelled,  wagons  caught  up 
with  them  (those  who  were  to  have 
waited  until  they  had  more  pro- 
visions) calling,  "Take  us  with  you, 
we  are  not  afraid".  These  people 
had  only  a  months  supply,  and 
some,  only  a  scant  weeks  ration. 
Th's.  of  course,  meant  sharing  the 
goods  of  the  first  wagon  train,  and 
this  they  did  without  a  murmur. 
But  as  the  wagons  continued  to 
catch  up,  so  were  the  supplies  of 
the  first  diminishing.  In  fact,  the 
result  was  that  many  suffered  and 
died  from  lack  of  those  things 
which   were   rightfully   theirs   and 


what  had  happened;  no  complain- 
ing over  the  pain  and  sorrow  they 
had  been  caused  to  bear  through 
their  negligence. 

The  Saviour  gave  His  own  life 
trying  to  teach  us  these  principles. 
On  the  cross  He  exclaimed, 
"Forgive  them  Father,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do".  Even 
though  the  saints  suffered  more 
than  words  can  describe,  in  their 
hearts  they  knew  they  were  doing 
as  the  Lord  would  have  them  do, 
and  in  their  misery  and  suffering 
they  were  happy.  Our  church  was 
founded  upon  such  a  heritage  as 
this. 

Let  us  try  to  carry  nothing  but 
love  in  our  hearts  and  be  forever 
ashamed  when  we  allow  minor, 
petty  things  to  make  our  Heavenly 
Father  ashamed  of  us.  May  we 
find  supreme  happiness  in  doing 
srood.  May  our  hearts  ever  be 
filled  with  charity. 
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THE  BOOK  OF 

GENERATIONS 


by  EDITH  WIID 


"This  is  the  book  of  the 
generations  of  Adam  in  the  day  that 
God    created    man."    Genesis    5:1. 

"And  a  book  of  remembrance  was 
kept  in  the  which  was  recorded  in 
the  language  of  Adam,  for  it  was 
given  unto  as  many  as  called  upon 
God  to  write  by  the  spirit  of 
inspiration. 

"And  by  them  their  children  were 
taught  to  read  and  write,  having  a 
language  which  was  pure  and 
undefiled. 

"Now  this  same  priesthood  which 
was  in  the  beginning,  shall  be  in  the 
end  of  the  world  also. 

"Now  this  prophecy  Adam  spake, 
as  he  was  moved  upon  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  a  genealogy  was  kept  of 
the  children  of  God.  And  this  was 
the  book  of  the  generations  of 
Adam."  Moses  6:5-8 

"And  death  hath  come  upon  our 
fathers;  Nevertheless  we  know  them, 
and  cannot  deny  and  even  the  first 
of  all  we  know,  even  Adam. 

"For  a  book  of  remembrance  was 
written  among  us  according  to 
the  pattern  given  by  the  finger  of 
God;  and  it  is  given  in  our  own 
language."   Moses  6:45-46. 

"But  the  records  of  the  fathers, 
even  the  patriarchs  concerning  the 
right  of  the  priesthood,  the  Lord  my 
God  preserved  in  mine  own  hands, 
therefore  a  knowledge  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  creation,  and  also  of  the 
planets,  and  of  the  stars  as  they  were 
made  known  unto  the  fathers,  and 
I  shall  endeavour  to  write  some  of 
these  things  upon  this  record,  for 
the  benefit  of  my  posterity  that 
shall  come  after  me."  Abraham 
1:31. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  was  organized  on 
the  6th  day  of  April  1830  by  Joseph 
Smith  a  prophet  divinely  called  of 
God.  This  was  the  restoration  of 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this 
dispensation,   the  fullness   of  times. 


"Unto  whom  I  have  committed  the 
keys  of  my  kingdom  and  a  dispensa- 
tion of  the  gospel  for  the  'last  times' 
and  for  the  fullness  of  times,  in  the 
which  I  will  gather  together  in  one, 
all  things  both  which  are  in  heaven 
and  which  are  on  earth.  Doctrine 
an    Covenants    27:13 

The  above  scriptural  quotations 
confirms  the  gathering  and  keeping 
of  genealogy  or  a  book  of  remem- 
brance as  from  our  first  progenitor 
Father  Adam  to  our  day  through 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

On  the  3rd  April  1836  in  the 
Kirtland  Temple,  a  vision  received 
by  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver 
Cowdery  recorded  in  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants,  Section  110  sets 
forth  the  direct  fulfilment  of 
Malachi's  prediction.  Thus  the 
gathering  of  all  things  commenced 
as  early  as  1836. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  are  the  only 
people  who  fully  understand  the 
doctrine  of  gathering  and  the 
searching  of  genealogies  and  its 
importance  to  salvation  and  eternal 
exaltation.  Throughout  the  world 
people  are  keeping  and  gathering 
records  without  a  definite  knowledge 
as  to  its  importance  or  the  reason 
why,  other  than  pride  of  race  or  for 
proof  of  influence.  Yet  we  know 
it  is  their  hearts  being  turned  to 
their  Fathers. 

The  spirit  of  Elijah  is  over  the 
whole  earth  in  this  dispensation  as 
promised,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
member  to  search  out  their 
genealogies  that  we  will  not  stand 
condemned  at  the  the  last  day. 
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A  TIME 


Youth  is  a  time  to  dream,  to 
plan,  to  set  goals.  The  realization 
of  worthy  goals  gives  meaning  and 
satisfaction  to  living.  In  our  time 
it  is  not  easy  to  choose  goals,  nor 
to  have  faith  that,  once  chosen, 
they  may  be  attained.  Life  is 
infinitely  complex  and  also  filled 
with  uncertainties  for  both  the  in- 
dividual and  the  race.  Still,  the 
need  to  have  goals  is  as  great  as 
ever.  Life  without  an  aim  is  be- 
wildering. Youth  must  go  on 
dreaming,  planning,  and  seeking  if 
life  is  to  have  meaning  for  them 
and  if  they  are  to  fulfill  their 
destiny  as  children  of  God. 

A  man  once  said,  "Goals  are  like 
stars,  you  cannot  succeed  in  touch- 
ing them  with  your  hands  but  like 
a  seafaring  man  on  the  desert  of 
waters,  you  choose  them  as  your 
guides  and  by  following  them, 
reach  your  destiny." 

It  seems  that  the  greatest  down- 
fall of  the  youth,  and  if  I  may,  I 
will  also  include  the  not  so  youth- 
ful, is  the  law  of  chastity.  Should 
we  as  youth  set  a  goal  in  this  direc- 
tion? Personally  I  would  feel  it  to 
be  one  of  the  first  goals  to  set,  a 
goal  made  up  of  clear  thinking  and 
firmly  implanted  in  our  minds.  It 
is  a  difficult  world  to  live  in.  Our 
literature,  drama  movies,  magazine 
ads.  and  so  on,  all  seem  to  in- 
clude the  carnality  of  mankind  so 
it  is  not  a  thing  you  can  escape 
from  but  something  you  must  face, 
and  with  a  goal  firmly  in  your 
mind,  ftiat  you  can  overcome. 

Especially  for  the  youth  of  the 
church,   I  would  like  to  reiterate 


TO  SET 
GOALS 

PLAIN    TALK   TO   YOUTH 


here  words  spoken  by  President  J. 
Ruben  Clark,  Jnr.,  of  the  First 
Presidency. 

"A  work  on  chastity  can  be  given 
in  one  sentence,  two  words:  Be 
chaste!  That  tells  everything.  You 
do  not  need  to  know  all  the  details 
of  the  reproduction  processes  in 
order  to  keep  clean.  Be  chaste  be- 
cause God  commanded  it.  That  is 
all  there  is  to  it.  "Thou  shalt  not 
commit  adultery,"  said  the  Lord  at 
Sinai,  and  he  has  drawn  no  fine 
distinctions  such  as  some  would 
like  to  draw  between  adultery  and 
fornication.  The  Lord  used  the 
words  interchangeably. 

"As  to  sex  in  marriage,  the 
necessary  treatise  on  that  for 
Latter-day  Saints  can  be  written  in 
two  sentences:  Remember  the 
prime  purpose  of  sex  desire  is  to 
beget  children.  Sex  gratification 
must  be  had  at  that  hazard.  You 
husbands:  be  kind  and  considerate 
of  your  wives.  They  are  not  your 
property;  they  are  not  mere  con- 
veniences; they  are  your  partners 
for  time  and  eternity. 

"If  you  would  be  chaste,  as  God 
has  commanded,  then  avoid  con- 
duct and  practices  that  arouse  the 
passions.  A  wise  and  pure  boy  or 
girl,  one  that  wishes  to  be  clean, 
will  not  "pet"  or  "neck"  nor  "love- 
play,"  nor  practice  any  other  undue 
physical  familiarity,  by  whatever 
name  known.  At  best  these  are 
gross  and  provocative  indiscretions; 
at  worst  they  are  the  preludes  to 
certain  and,  too  frequently, 
planned  transgressions.  They  are 
all  unclean  in  the  sight    of    the 
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Lord.  If  youth  will  abandon  these, 
if  it  will  decently  reclothe  itself, 
and  cultivate  modesty — a  largely 
lost  virtue — it  will  be  a  long  way 
on  the  road  to  chastity,  which  will 
bring  untarnished  happiness  here 
and  eternal  joy  in  the  hereafter. 

"And  what  I  say  to  youth,  I 
say  to  you  young  married  people 
who  are  said  to  be,  in  many  cases, 


far  too  lax  in  your  morals.  What 
may  unchaste  parents  expect  from 
their  children,  except  unchastity? 
"And  with  all  this  unchastity 
comes  the  great  evils  of  divorce, 
which  is  increasing  amongst  us  at 
a  wholly  undue  rate.  The  Lord  has 
made  clear  from  the  beginning 
that  these  things  are  not  pleasing 
in  his  sight. — K.M. 
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by  Elder  M,  D.  Caldwell 


To  the  members  of  the  Sunday 
Schools  of  the  South  African 
Mission,  the  month  of  April  is  not 
only  the  time  of  the  commemora- 
tion of  the  organization  of  the 
church,  but  it  is  also  the  time  of 
year  that  we  commence  our  new 
lesson  manuals.  From  what  I  have 
seen  of  the  courses  of  studies  as 
outlined,  all  Sunday  School  mem- 
bers should  have  an  enjoyable  and 
interesting  year  as  they  continue  to 
study  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  Sunday  School,  each  and  every 
one  of  us  has  placed  before  us  the 
opportunity  to  increase  our  know- 
ledge and  understanding  of  the 
great  plan  by  which  our  Father  in 
Heaven  has  outlined  for  us  to  live. 
It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  we 
all  will  take  advantage  of  this  great 
opoortunitv. 

In  looking  back  over  some  of 
the  renorts  of  the  past,  I  have 
noticed  some  things  in  which  I 
thmk  there  is  room  for  improve- 
ment. One  is  the  attendance  at 
Prayer  Meeting.  This  is  a  meeting 
for  ALL  officers  and  teachers  of 
the  Sundav  School  and  it  com- 
mences twentv  minutes  before  the 
regular  Sunday  School.   This  meet- 


ing is  a  period  of  spiritual  uplift 
and  concerted  supplication  for 
divine  help. 

Another  point  in  which  I 
feel  there  is  room  for  improvement, 
is  the  number  of  officers  and 
teachers  of  the  Sunday  School  who 
subscribe  to  the  Instructor.  The 
Instructor  is  a  monthly  magazine 
published  by  the  Sunday  School's 
General  Board.  The  idea  behind 
this  magazine  is  a  helping  hand  to 
the  officers  and  teachers. 

There  is  one  other  point  I  would 
like  to  mention  at  this  time  and 
that  is  about  getting  the  monthly 
reports  to  the  mission  office  in 
time.  It  would  help  if  these  re- 
ports were  filled  out  and  sent  in  as 
soon  as  possible  after  the  last 
Sunday  of  the  month. 

The  points  I  have  brought  out 
here  ,are  things  that  have  been 
outlined  by  those  who  are  in  au- 
thority over  us  and  feel  that  we 
would  be  blessed  if  we  would  give 
them  our  whole  hearted  support. 

I  prav  that  the  Sunday  School 
will  continue  to  grow  and  that  it 
will  be  a  greater  force  for  the 
accomplishment  of  good  within  the 
branches  throughout  the  mission. 
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Rub  a  dub  dub  three  men  in  a  tub 
And   they   all    read    The   Children's 
Friend 

The  Butcher,  the  Baker,  the  Candle- 
stick maker 
And  the  boy  from  around  the  bend. 


by   JOHANNA   FOURIE 

STATISTICS  show  that  we  have 
a  total  of  154  families  in  the 
mission  with  children  of  primary 
age  (4-11  years).  To  date,  only  17 
of  these  families  have  subscribed  to 
the  Children's  Friend. 

This  magazine  is  not  only  enter- 
taining, but  educational.  It  has 
stories,  games,  pictures  to  colour, 
things  the  small  fry  can  make,  and 
many  other  entertaining  ideas  to 
keep  your  child  busy  and  happy 
from  month  to  month.  The  sub- 
scriptions are  14/3  per  year  and 
would  make  a  wonderful  gift  for 
any  little   boy  or  girl. 


TRANSFERS 

April  1,  1958 
Kenyon  Blackmore 
Thomas  Goetz 
Clarence  Hunter 
L'Dean  McCue 


To: 

Natal 

Port  Elizabeth 

Durban 

West  Rand 


From: 

Por"  Elizabeth 
Pietermaritzburg 
Pietermaritzburg 
Cape  Town 


ARRIVALS 

Elder  Garth  Dahl  —  Raymond,  Alberta  Canada,  arrived  27th  March, 
1958.    Assigned  to  Durban  as  "junior  companion  to  Elder  Willis  Wright. 

Elder  Darryl  Sherwood  —  Lethbrioge  Aiber+a  Canada,  arrived  27th 
March,  1958.  Assigned  to  Durban  as  junior  companion  to  Elder  Grant 
Fisher. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  L'Dean  McCue  has  been  appointed  Mission  Secretary  replac- 
ing Elder  John  R.  Hicken. 
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BRANCH    NOTES 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Joyce  Wahlburn 
Saturday  the  1st  March  was 
quite  a  busy  day  for  us.  In  the 
morning  the  Branch  Presidency 
held  a  cake  sale  and  in  the  even- 
ing our  fund  raising  committee 
held  a  Braaivleis  and  open-air 
talent  night.  Stars  of  this  event 
were  little  Kenneth  Randall  and 
Victor  Henning,  singing  a  duet 
with  all  the  lusty  vigour  of  true 
five-year-olds,  and  Lyle  Jakins  and 
his  guitar  were  definite  competi- 
tion for  Tommy  Steele. 

Sister  Lavinia  Bosse  announced 
her  engagement  to  Mr.  Ralph 
Grove,  on  12th  March.  Cur  very 
best  congratulations  go  to  this 
very  popular  young  couple. 

Oh  the  13th  March,  a  baby 
daughter  arrived  for  Brother  and 
Sister  Hendrick  Pelser. 

We  are  very  sorry  to  report  that 
dear  old  Sister  A.  S.  Seaward  has 
been  admitted  to  the  hospital. 
Charles  van  Coller  is  also  a  hospi- 
tal patient  and  Brother  G.  J.  Nell 
is  in  the  Entabeni  Nursing  Home. 
Paul  van  Coller  and  Chappie 
Winstanley  have  been  ill  at  home. 

This  past  month,  we  have  taken 
pleasure  in  welcoming  visitors  from 
far  and  near.  The  boy  scouts  were 
particularly  glad  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  Brother  William 
Thomas  of  Birmingham,  at  present 
visiting  S.A.  ports  aboard  the 
H.M.S.  Lynx.  Our  scouts  interest 
lay  in  the  fact  that  Brother 
Williams  is  a  Deep  Sea  Rover. 
Brother  Duane  Jakins  of  Margate 
paid  a  short  call.  From  Springs 
came  Sister  Dhawne  van  NiekeiK: 
from  Brakpan — Brother  and  Sister 
W.  Balmer;  from  Ramah — Brother 
Chris  Louw  and  his  nephew,  and 
Brother  Clive  Nicholls;  from  Cape 
Town — Brother  Keith  Hubert:  and 
Elder  Hartley  paid  us  a  call  on  his 
way  home  to  Canada. 

We  extend  to  Sister  L.  Duncan 
condoiencs    on    the    recent    death 


of  her  brother-in-law  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. 

On  Saturday,  22nd  March,  a 
crack  team  of  cricketers  drawn 
from  our  branch  played  a  match 
against  the  "Missions  to  Seamen" 
team.  Padre  Walters  captained 
the  opposing  team,  and  acquitted 
himself  very  well  by  being  the  only 
one  to  hit  a  six,  and  making  his 
side  victorious.  Fine  playir.  j  on 
both  sides,  and  lots  of  laughs  made 
this  a  very  enjoyable  afternoon;  in 
fact  our  players  were  such  good 
sportsmen,  they  have  already  been 
invited  to  play  another  local  team. 


WELKOM    BRANCH 

Reported  by  Hugh  D.   Campbell. 

The  Welkom  branch  had  a  com- 
bined Relief  Society  meeting  and 
birthday  party  for  our  Relief 
Society  President,  Sister  Patricia 
A.  Robinson,  whose  birthday  coin- 
cides with  St.  Patrick's  day. 

Brother  and  Sister  H.  D.  Parkin 
and  family  are  still  on  annual 
leave,  and  we  wish  them  a  very  en- 
joyable holiday. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  Elder 
Hippard  to  Welkom  and  pray  that 
he  will  have  a  very  successful  sta'- 
here. 

Sisters  Maggie  Botha  an^ 
Patricia  Robinson  are  both  on  the 
sick  list  at  this  time.  We  pray 
they  might  have  a  speedy  recovery. 


EAST   RAND   BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Ann  Coetzee 
The  Relief  Society  conducted 
the  evening  service  on  the  2nd 
March.  The  songs  rendered  by  the 
Relief  Society  sisters  and  the  talks 
were  on  the  theme  of  a  spiritual 
home.  It  was  a  very  profitable  and 
enjoyable  evening. 

The  M.I.A.  sponsored  two  "braai- 
v'eis"  evening's  and  on  both  occa- 
sions it  rained.  This,  however,  did 
not  dampen  our  spirits  and  the 
evenings  were  continued  with 
games  and  fun  true  to  the  M.I.A. 
fashion. 
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We  wish  to  congratulate 
Brothers  Ard  Blom,  Henry  and 
Cameron  Scott  on  their  appoint- 
ments in  the  priesthood. 

We  would  also  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  all  the  kind 
members  for  the  use  of  their  homes 
for  our  M.I. A.  and  Relief  Society 
meetings. 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Joyce  Morrissey. 

We  have  just  completed  a  very 
successful  cake  sale  and  raised  a 
nice  amount  to  add  to  our  funds. 

Our  visitors  for  the  month  were 
Elders  Fisher  and  Hunter  from 
Durban  who  visited  during  the 
week  to  tract  with  the  local  elders 
and  Elders  Harker  and  Hunter 
visited  us  for  Sunday  School  and 
Sacrament  Meeting.  Both  delivered 
fine  talks. 

We  congratulate  Brother  Gordon 
Grantham  on  his  advancement  in 
the  priesthood  and  pray  the  Lord 
will  continue  to  bless  him. 

Our  auxilaries  are  coming  along 
very  nicely.  In  M.I. A.  we  presented 
"It's  a  Grand  Night  For  Singing" 
and  each  member  took  their  turn 
in  participating.  We  had  a  very 
enjoyable  evening  and  discovered 
quite  a  lot  of  talent  among  the 
members. 

Sister  McCathie  has  gone  away 
for  a  short  holiday  and  we  pray 
the  Lord  will  watch  over  her  that 
she  may  return  to  us  safely. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Clement  Human. 

We  are  proud  to  report  additions 
to  our  branch  family.  Sister  H.  J. 
Wewege  and  Sister  Rona  Hall  both 
have  bonnie  daughters  and  all  is 
well. 

We  welcome  Elder  Ritchie 
Whitehead  and  hope  he  will  enjoy 
his  labours  here.  May  the  Lord 
bless  his  endeavours. 

The  reorganized  M.I. A.  is  doing 
fine  and  the  interesting  discussions 
are  being  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  Relief  Society  ladies  took 
over  the  evening  service  on  2nd 
March  and  made  an  excellent  and 
inspiring  evening  of  it. 


PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

Elder  Salmon  and  Elder  Jones 
showed  us  some  of  the  pictures 
they  have  taken  while  on  their  mis- 
sion and  a  small  charge  was  made. 
The  proceeds  went  towards  our 
organ  fund.  Sunday  we  had 
Elders  Wood  and  Dudley  arrive  to 
attend  Sunday  School  and  in  the 
afternoon  we  went  to  wish  these 
four  elders  bon  voyage  as  they 
sailed  for  home. 

Our  first  fireside  was  held  this 
year  at  Sister  Brenda  Smith's 
home  and  we  had  a  wonderful 
turn  out.  The  programme  was 
"The  Personality  of  Greatness"  in 
which  various  members  took  part. 

Sister  M.  Liston  is  in  hospital 
having  an  operation  on  her  legs. 
We  hope  and  pray  that  she  will  be 
able  to  benefit  greatly  by  this 
operation. 

Priesthood  held  a  beetle  drive 
for  the  older  members  of  the 
branch  and  about  28  meribers 
turned  up.  It  turned  out  to  be 
very  successful. 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

The  branch  campaign  to  raise 
money  for  a  new  organ  and  build- 
ing of  class-rooms  commenced  on 
Friday,  28th  February,  when  a  suc- 
cessful cake  sale  was  held  at  Mow- 
bray. If  all  of  our  efforts  prove  as 
rewarding,  we  should  soon  be  well 
on  the  way  to  realizing  all  of  our 
plans  for  the  improvement  of  our 
branch  property. 

Welcome  visitors  to  the  Cape 
during  the  month  were  President 
and  Sister  S.  J.  Spear  and  young 
son  from  Bloemfontein  and  Presi- 
dent D.  Charsley  from  Luanshya. 
We  trust  they  enjoyed  their  stay 
down  here. 

On  the  4th,  the  M.I.A.  invited 
members  to  a  Braaivleis  at  Rhodes 
Estate.  A  jolly  crowd  left 
"Cumorah"  and  walked  up  to  the 
woods  where  they  "braai's"  their 
supper  before  playing  a  heaty  set 
of   games. 

From  California  comes  the  news 
that  Brother  Bernie  Rayner  has 
become  engaged.  We  wish  him  and 
his  fiancee  every  joy. 
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Another  missionary  has  been  set 
apart  and  sent  into  the  field.  We 
wish  Brother  Donn  Park  great  suc- 
cess as  he  sets  forth  in  this  grand 
labour.  We  now  have  five  mis- 
sionaries representing  this  branch, 
and  we  are  very  proud  of  them. 

Brother  John  Wilson  has  under- 
gone an  operation  to  his  eyes,  and 
is  now  fully  recovered. 

We  celebrated  a  116th  birthday 
on  the  13th  just  a  few  days  in  ad- 
vance of  the  real  date  of  17th 
March,  which  is  the  true  date  of 
the  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
the  Relief  Society.  The  branch 
members  and  members  of  our  dis- 
trict branch  at  Bellville  were  in- 
vited to  attend  the  celebration  din- 
ner. The  recreation  hall  was  taste- 
fully decorated  with  flowers. 
(Thank-you  Sister  Newton  for  a 
lovely  job.)  A  big  birthday  cake, 
surrounded  by  116  candles,  was  the 
centre  of  attraction — and  we  all 
enjoyed  tasting  it  afterwards. 
Those  sisters  who  toiled  in  pre- 
paring the  feast  must  have  been 
rewarded  by  the  gusto  with  which 
the  guests  did  justice  to  the  various 
courses.  A  feature  of  the  party 
was  honouring  of  former  presi- 
dents of  the  Relief  Society  (among 
them  a  president  of  the  Pinelands 
Branch,  and  a  president  of  Pre- 
toria Branch).  Brother  Alwin 
Hubert  paid  tribute  to  these  sisters 
and  presented  each  of  them  with  a 
corsage  and  a  bouquet  to  Sister 
Holly  Fisher.  Brother  Sam  Rayner 
was  toastmaster  for  the  evening.  A 
turn  by  the  Elders  and  a  rendition 
of  songs  by  the  Relief  Society's 
non-operatic,  non-rock  'n  roll,  non- 
musical  trio  brought  the  evening 
to  a  merry  ending.  Thank  you, 
Relief  Society  for  a  lovely  party. 

Two  more  of  our  young  friends 
were  baptized  on  2nd  March.  They 
were  Brother  George  Whiffen  and 
Sister  Valerie  Nixon.  These  two 
new  members  have  been  attending 
our  meetings  for  some  time  and 
we  are  indeed  glad  to  welcome 
them  into  our  family  circle. 

We  were  very  pleased  to  make 
the  acquaintance  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Inggs  who  were  on  holiday 
from  Kitwe. 


Among  the  'flu  victims  this 
month  have  been  Sister  Rosalyn 
van  Schalkwyk  and  Mildred  Burke. 
We  trust  that  both  of  them  will 
now  enjoy  robust  health. 

The  M.I.A.  Maids  arranged  a 
most  enjoyable  Rose  Prom  on  Fri- 
day, 21st  March.  The  hall  was 
lavishly  decorated  —  the  drawings 
were  the  work  of  Sister  Freda 
Hodges  and  the  erection  of  the 
cupola  of  streamers  was  carried 
out  by  Brothers  Ernest  Osma.n 
and  George  Whiffen.  Curry  and 
rice  were  served  with  all  the  appro- 
priate trimmings.  The  floor  show 
was  entiled  "Moonlight  Serenade" 
and  the  twelve  dancers  had  been 
coached  by  Sister  Wilkinson.  The 
"Cotillon"  was  beautifully  per- 
formed. We  thank  all  those  who 
helped  to  make  this  event  a  gay 
and  colourful  success. 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Sylvia  Milne 

Primary  has  proved  very  success- 
ful at  Ramah.  The  attendance  is 
wonderful  and  the  children  are 
very  enthusiastic.  Sister  Taylor 
and  Counsellors  would  like  to 
thank  the  parents  for  their  sup- 
port in  arranging  for  the  children 
to  travel  such  distances  each  week. 

At  our  Sunday  16th  fire-side. 
Brother  Kelvin  Donly  showed  us  a 
number  of  colour  slides  taken  on 
his  recent  canoe  trip  down  the 
Zambesi  River.  It  was  very  colour- 
ful and  interesting.  The  evening 
was  ended  by  light  refreshments. 

Sister  Nola  Matthews,  who  is 
emigrating  to  .Canada,  bade  fare- 
well to  the  South  African  M.I.A. 's 
at  a  recent  meeting.  Sister 
Matthews  has  been  affiliated  with 
the  M.I.A.  for  several  years  and  is 
to  be  commended  for  her  fine  work. 
Ramah  will  miss  you  Nola  and 
wishes  you  God  speed  in  your 
travels. 

The  contractors  are  now  busy 
erecting  the  steeple.  We  are  all 
anxiously  awaiting  to  see  the 
finished  product. 
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PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Patricia  Harvey. 

The  Relief  Society  presented  a 
special  programme  —  "'Honouring 
the  Priesthood"  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, 2nd  March.  Five  excellent 
talks  were  given  by  Sister  E.  van 
Staden.  Sister  M.  Cachet.  Brother 
L.  Bibb,  and  two  of  our  younger 
members.  Sister  Vivienne  van 
Staden  and  Brother  Alan  Bibb. 

Pretoria's  first  "fire-side"  was 
held  on  Sunday  evening.  9th 
March,  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  L.  Bibb.  Elder  Gillette 
showed  his  slides  to  a  fair  sized 
crowd.  The  M.I.A.  are  hoping  to 
make  this  a  monthly  event. 

Relief  Society  celebrated  its 
116th  anniversary  with  a  braaivleis 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
N.  H.  van  Staden.  The  dancing 
and  boerewors  were  enjoyed  by  all. 

Mutual's  "It's  a  Grand  Night  for 
Singing"  was  to  have  been  an  open 
air  affair,  but  rain  fell  and  mem- 
bers and  friends  had  to  move  into 
Brother  and  Sister  L.  Bibb's  home. 
The  attendance  was  not  up  to  ex- 
pectations but  all  present  enjoyed 
the  music,  songs,  pop-corn  and  hot 
dogs. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Z.  Pienaar  on  the  birth  of 
their  son.  Johann. 


KRIGERSDROP   BRANCH 

Reported  by:  M  M.  Vice 

On  the  22nd  of  February  a  very 
successful  braaivleis  and  horse  rid- 
ing party  was  held  at  the  lovely 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  S. 
Coetzee.  the  occasion  —  the  birth- 
day of  Brother  "Sailor"  Coetzee. 
The  many  guests  joined  in  sing- 
ing. "Happy  Birthday"  and  "For 
He  s  A  Jolly  Good  Fellow"  while 
gathered  under  the  shade  of  the 
beautiful  trees. 

Brother  and  Sister  F.  R.  Rowe 
and  family  have  moved  away  from 
Krugersdorp  to  make  their  home 
in     Port     Shepstone.       Our     best 


wishes  go  with  them  and  wr  will 
miss  them. 

An  important  historical  event 
took  place  in  this  branch  on  Mon- 
day the  17th  March.  1958.  when 
President  Fisher  made  a  flying 
visit,  accompanied  by  President  I. 
C.  Louw  and  Sister  Louw  to  select 
a  building  site  for  the  Krugers- 
dorp Branch  chapel.  We  are  grate- 
ful to  President  Fisher  for  taking 
all  this  trouble  on  our  behalf,  and 
we  are  all  very  thrilled  at  his  excel- 
lent choice  of  a  chapel  site;  the 
knowledge  that  we  have  at  last 
bought  the  ground  for  our  chapel 
has  put  new  energy  and  hope  into 
the  building  fund  committee  and 
their  helpers,  and  we  know  that  it 
is  not  going  to  be  long  before  we 
commence  building  operations. 

Another  successful  cake  sale  was 
held  in  Krugersdorp  in  aid  of  the 
building  fund  and  brick  selling 
continues  regularly. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  the  serious 
illness  of  Sister  P.  M.  Hamilton 
and  pray  for  her  speedy  recovery. 


IXANSHYA  BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Douglas  Charsley. 

Our  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  to  Sister  Ria  Stander 
Fourie  on  her  recent  engagement 
to  Mr.  David  Jansen  of  Kitwe.  May 
the  Lord  bless  them  in  their  mar- 
riage. 

The  Relief  Society  programme 
was  a  great  success.  Inspiring 
talks  were  given  by  Sister  G.  S. 
Spear.  Brother  and  Sister  C.  W. 
Fourie.  Cecilia  van  de  Venter  and 
Beauford  Charsley.  Music  was  pro- 
vided by  the  singing  mothers. 

We  all  enjoyed  President  Fisher's 
recent  visit  to  Northern  Rhodesia. 
During  the  very  fine  conference 
held.  Elders  Jacob  and  James 
Whitehead  sang  a  lovely  duet  and 
President  Fisher  spoke  with  in- 
spiration. We  greatly  appreciate 
these  spiritual  experiences,  and  the 
fact  that  President  Fisher  comes 
so  far  to  visit  us. 
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BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Mona  Spear. 

The  saints  in  Bloemfontein  con- 
tinue to  blossom  and  in  spite  of 
odd  adversities  we  still  stick  to- 
gether and  press  on. 

On  3rd  March  a  rummage  sale 
was  held  at  the  home  of  Sister  J. 
Utermohlen.  £11  12s.  Od  was 
raised  toward  the  building  fund. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  took 
charge  of  the  meeting  on  2nd 
March  and  the  programme  was  en- 
joyed by  all.  The  talks  were  reaily 
fine.  The  junior  members  who 
participated  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  their  fine  efforts. 

Our  visitors  this  month  were 
Elders  Stevensen  and  Hippard 
from  Welkom.  It  was  gooc 
ing  them  with  us  and  we  were  all 
happy  to  see  Elder  Stevensen 
again. 

In  closing  the  report  we  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  wishing 
one  and  all  a  very  happy  Easter. 


BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

Reported  by:  Iris  Fourie. 

Bulawayo  branch  has  now 
started  MIA.  The  meetings  are 
held  at  the  Scout  Hall  every 
Thursday  evening.  The  enter- 
tainment officials  are  going  all  out 
to  give  the  members  a  good  time. 
Relief  Society  meetings  are  also 
.-.-.:  -  \t:.-.  evening  ■!  the  Seoul 
Hall  for  the  convenience  of  all 
members. 

On  Sunday  the  16th  March  we 
had  a  most  inspiring  branch  con- 
ference. The  theme — "Seek  ye 
whom  ye  shall  serve".  We  were  ex- 
tremely delighted  to  have  Presi- 
dent Fisher  with  us  for  this  occa- 
s.:n  We  ven  also  happy  to  have 
Elders  Hunt  and  Lawlor  who 
specially  came  from  Gwelo  to 
attend  conference.  Mr.  Austin 
favoured  as  with  a  vocal  solo  at 
-.-.-  —.:  :r..r.L  -—-.-.-_  -.r.:  ~_  "- 
Palmer  Jones  favoured  as  with  a 


vocal  solo  at  the  evening  service. 
We  feel  very  fortunate  to  have  such 
talented  people  in  our  branch.  The 
hall  was  tastefully  decorated  with 
roses  and  dahlias  supplied  by 
Sister  Palmer  Jones  and  Sister 
Iris  Fourie. 

Wer  arerpfeased.  to  see  Brother 
W.  A.  Jubber,  snr.,  back  in  Bula- 
wayo after  nis  spell  of  relief  duty 
at  Livingstone. 

On  the  night  of  22nd  February  a 
fire-side  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Palmer  Jones.  We  had  a 
few  songs  and  skits  along  with  the 
usual  good  fun. 


SPRINGS   BRANCH 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

A  fete  held  by  the  Relief  Society 
on  the  8th  was  both,  socially  and 
financially  a  great  success.  The 
appreciable  sum  of  £19  was  raised. 
Sis.  Jubber  wishes  to  express  a 
word  of  thanks  to  all  who  have 
helped  to  make  this  function  such 
a  success. 

The  Dist.  Pres.  Bro.  L  C.  Louw 
and  his  two  counsellors  paid  our 
branch  an  official  visit  on  the  9th. 
Bro.  Johan  Brummer  was  our 
main  speaker  and  delivered  a  most 
inspiring  discourse  on  the  Greatest 
Commandment.  Sis.  Nola 
hews  and  her  mother  were  also 
visiting  us  on  this  occasion,  and 
•  ola  delivered  a  fine  address 
on  the  Lord's  Prayer.  We  pray  the 
Lord's  choicest  blessings  upon 
these  two  good  sisters  on  their 
Be  to  Utah  when  sister  Nola 
will  attend  the  B.Y.U.  to  further 
her  sir.ging  leam 

Visitors  on  the  16th  were  Bro. 
and  Sister  Cloete  from  Brakpan. 

Two  very  enthusiastic  investiga- 

vices  and  social  function  ar»   Mr 
and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Wernich. 

To  commemorate  the  16th  an- 

f  the  Relief  Society  the 

sisters-  hefat  an  all  female  dinner 

• 
Relief  Society  has  once  again  con- 
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traded  arrangements  with  our 
Town  Council  to  run  a  pavement 
stall   for  a   monthly  cake  sale. 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Elder 
Prank  L.  Conlin  into  our  midst 
and  hope  that  his  labour  here 
will  meet  with  much  success. 

Coupling  psychology  with  the 
Gospel,  Bro.  Ronald  Louw  deliver- 
ed a  very  learned  and  inspiring 
address  on  this  interesting  sub- 
ject on  the  16th.  We  take  this 
opportunity  too,  to  congratulate 
Bro.  Louw  on  his  success  in  his 
recent  exams  which  lead  to  pro- 
motion in  his  employment. 

We  regret  having  omitted  to  re- 


port that  Sis.  Ann  Jubber  was 
appointed  Re/Soc.  Pres.  at  the 
re-organisation  of  our  branch. 

On  the  22nd  Sis.  Dhawne  van 
kerk  returned  from  Durban  where 
she  spent  her  annual  leave. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Sis. 
Marie  van  Niekerk  is  now  com- 
pletely recovered  from  an  attack  of 
'flu'  which  lasted  ten  days. 

The  21st  wedding  anniversary  of 
Bro.'  and  Sis.  van  Niekerk  was 
quitely  celebrated  at  their  home  on 
the  28th  Feb.  The  Big  Chief  idly 
reposed  on  a  couch  in  the  kitchen 
while  Sis.  van  Niekerk  packed  his 
lunch  tin  for  the  next  day. 


EI  (Mil 


Vader,  ek  vra  geduld  en  wysheid,  as  die  wereld  onreg  toon. 
En  my  lewe  vol  sorg  is,  vol  van  wanhoop  en  van  noon, 
As  ek  moeg  is,  en  ook  moed'loos,  en  my  trane  van  g'n  ba'at. 
Antwoord  Heiland,  op  my  sugte;  waarom  soveel  leed  en  smaad? 
Strek  my  geloof  en  liefde,  en  vergeef  my  as  ek  vra, 
Waarom  dat  ons  arme  sondaars  so  'n  sware  las  moet  dra. 
Help  my  om  my  daagliks  pligte  met  'n  bly  gemoed  te  doen, 
Nooit  in  nyd  of  haat  te  lewe,  my  met  almal  te  versoen. 
Leer  my  om  te  dink  aan  and  "re  in  hul  nood  van  hulp  te  wees, 
Al  was't  maar  'n  vriend'lik  handdruk  om  ti  hartwond  te  genees, 
Liewe  Vader  in  die  hemel,  as  ek  op  die  weg  beswyk, 
Neem  my  hand  en  lei  my  veilig  na  u  hemelryk, 
Ek  is  swak,  soms  ongeduldig,  en  geen  vriend  orn  te  verstaan- 
Hoe  ek  dikwels  daarmee  worstel,  dikwels  stort  n  stille  traan. 
Maar  u  was  tog  mens  op  arde,  wees  my  dus  genadig,  Vader. 
En  vergeef  al  my  mislukkings.  wat  my  deel  is  keer  op  keer. ' 

— Amen. 

By  Brother  Volskenk. 

Northwestern  Branch. 
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